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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-5, drawn to method for facilitating importing merchandise into a 
country; classified in class 705, subclass 27. 

II. Claims 6-1 1 , 18-23 drawn to a method and system for creating a 
compliance audit trail for importing merchandise into a country; classified 
in class 705, subclass 01 . 

III. Claims 12, drawn to method for obtaining subscribers to a merchandise 
classification service, classified in class 705, subclass 01 . 

IV. Claims 13 -14, drawn to a method for providing a merchandise 
classification system which deals with different access levels to a 
merchandise classification system, classified in class 705, subclass 27. 

V. Claim 32, drawn to a method for providing a merchandise classification 
system which deals with the searchable directory of advisors involved in 
merchandise classification and allocating the advisor's subscription fee to 
use the merchandise classification, classified in class 705, sub class 01 . 

VI. Claims 15-17: 24-31 , 33-40, drawn a system, method for providing 
merchandise classification for customs compliance which deals with 
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inputting, searching and receiving, selecting a results regarding to the item 
of merchandise; class 705, subclass 27. 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions in Groups I and II are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be 
shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
designs, modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant 
case, the invention of group I is directed to method for facilitating importing merchandise 
into a country, while invention of group II is directed to method and system for creating a 
compliance audit trail for importing merchandise into a country comprising a comparison 
the inputted data to the database of customs-related information to obtain classification 
of at least one item merchandise. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above, because the search required for Group I, is not necessarily required for Group II 
due to their different scope and subject, and vice versa , restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper since it's a serious burden for the examiner to examine 
all of these amended claims. 

3. Inventions in Groups I and III are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can 
be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
designs, modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant 
case, the invention of group I is directed to method for facilitating importing merchandise 
into a country, while invention of group III is directed to method for obtaining subscribers 
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to a merchandise classification service comprising a requirement of at least one party to 
subscribe to a merchandise classification service to access the inputted information. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above, because the search required for Group I, is not necessarily required for Group III 
due to their different scope and subject, and vice versa , restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper since it's a serious burden for the examiner to examine 
all of these amended claims. 

4. Inventions in Groups I and IV are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can 
be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
designs, modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant 
case, the invention of group I is directed to method for facilitating importing merchandise 
into a country, while invention of group IV is directed to a method for providing a 
merchandise classification system which deals with different access levels to a 
merchandise classification system. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above, because the search required for Group I, is not necessarily required for Group IV 
due to their different scope and subject, and vice versa , restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper since it's a serious burden for the examiner to examine 
all of these amended claims. 

5. Inventions in Groups I and V are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be 
shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
designs, modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant 
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case, the invention of group I is directed to method for facilitating importing merchandise 
into a country, while invention of group IV is directed to a method for providing a 
merchandise classification system which deals with the searchable directory of advisors 
involved in merchandise classification and allocating the advisor's subscription fee to 
use the merchandise classification 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above, because the search required for Group I, is not necessarily required for Group V 
due to their different scope and subject, and vice versa , restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper since it's a serious burden for the examiner to examine 
all of these amended claims. 

6. Inventions in Groups I and VI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can 
be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
designs, modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant 
case, the invention of group I is directed to method for facilitating importing merchandise 
into a country, while invention of group VI is directed a system, method for providing 
merchandise classification for customs compliance which deals with inputting, searching 
and receiving, selecting a results regarding to the item of merchandise 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above, because the search required for Group I, is not necessarily required for Group VI 
due to their different scope and subject, and vice versa , restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper since it's a serious burden for the examiner to examine 
all of these amended claims. 
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7. Inventions in Groups II and III are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can 
be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
designs, modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant 
case, the invention of group II is directed to method and system for creating a 
compliance audit trail for importing merchandise into a country, while invention of group 
III is directed to method for obtaining subscribers to a merchandise classification 
service. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above, because the search required for Group II, is not necessarily required for Group 

III due to their different scope and subject, and vice versa , restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper since it's a serious burden for the examiner to examine 
all of these amended claims. 

8. Inventions in Groups II and IV are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can 
be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
designs, modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant 
case, the invention of group II is directed to method and system for creating a 
compliance audit trail for importing merchandise into a country, while invention of group 

IV is directed a method for providing a merchandise classification system which deals 
with different access levels to a merchandise classification system. 
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Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above, because the search required for Group II, is not necessarily required for Group 

IV due to their different scope and subject, and vice versa , restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper since it's a serious burden for the examiner to examine 
all of these amended claims. 

9. Inventions in Groups II and V are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can 
be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
designs, modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant 
case, the invention of group II is directed to method and system for creating a 
compliance audit trail for importing merchandise into a country, while invention of group 

V is directed a method for providing a merchandise classification system which deals 
with the searchable directory of advisors involved in merchandise classification and 
allocating the advisor's subscription fee to use the merchandise classification. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above, because the search required for Group II, is not necessarily required for Group V 
due to their different scope and subject, and vice versa , restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper since it's a serious burden for the examiner to examine 
all of these amended claims. 

10. Inventions in Groups II and VI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can 
be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
designs, modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant 
case, the invention of group II is directed to method and system for creating a 
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compliance audit trail for importing merchandise into a country, while invention of group 
VI is directed a system, method for providing merchandise classification for customs 
compliance which deals with inputting, searching and receiving, selecting a results 
regarding to the item of merchandise. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above, because the search required for Group II, is not necessarily required for Group 
VI due to their different scope and subject, and vice versa , restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper since it's a serious burden for the examiner to examine 
all of these amended claims. 

11. Inventions in Groups III and IV are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can 
be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
designs, modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant 
case, the invention of group III is directed to method for obtaining subscribers to a 
merchandise classification service comprising a requirement of at least one party to 
subscribe to a merchandise classification service to access the inputted information, 
while invention of group IV is directed a method for providing a merchandise 
classification system which deals with different access levels to a merchandise 
classification system. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above, because the search required for Group III, is not necessarily required for Groups 
IV due to their different scope and subject, and vice versa , restriction for examination 



Application/Control Number: 10/773,096 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3689 

purposes as indicated is proper since it's a serious burden for the examiner to examine 
all of these amended claims. 

12. Inventions in Groups III and V are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can 
be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
designs, modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant 
case, the invention of group III is directed to method for obtaining subscribers to a 
merchandise classification service comprising a requirement of at least one party to 
subscribe to a merchandise classification service to access the inputted information, 
while invention of group V is directed a method for providing a merchandise 
classification system which deals with the searchable directory of advisors involved in 
merchandise classification and allocating the advisor's subscription fee to use the 
merchandise classification. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above, because the search required for Group III, is not necessarily required for Group 
V due to their different scope and subject, and vice versa , restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper since it's a serious burden for the examiner to examine 
all of these amended claims. 

13. Inventions in Groups III and VI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can 
be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
designs, modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant 
case, the invention of group III is directed to method for obtaining subscribers to a 
merchandise classification service comprising a requirement of at least one party to 
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subscribe to a merchandise classification service to access the inputted information, 
while invention of group VI is directed a system, method for providing merchandise 
classification for customs compliance which deals with inputting, searching and 
receiving, selecting a results regarding to the item of merchandise. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above, because the search required for Group III, is not necessarily required for Group 
VI due to their different scope and subject, and vice versa , restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper since it's a serious burden for the examiner to examine 
all of these amended claims. 

14. Inventions in Groups IV and V are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can 
be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
designs, modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant 
case, the invention of group IV is directed a method for providing a merchandise 
classification system which deals with different access levels to a merchandise 
classification system., while invention of group V is directed a method for providing a 
merchandise classification system which deals with the searchable directory of advisors 
involved in merchandise classification and allocating the advisor's subscription fee to 
use the merchandise classification. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above, because the search required for Group IV, is not necessarily required for Group 
V due to their different scope and subject, and vice versa , restriction for examination 
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purposes as indicated is proper since it's a serious burden for the examiner to examine 
all of these amended claims. 

15. Inventions in Groups IV and VI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can 
be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
designs, modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant 
case, the invention of group IV is directed a method for providing a merchandise 
classification system which deals with different access levels to a merchandise 
classification system., while invention of group VI is directed a system, method for 
providing merchandise classification for customs compliance which deals with inputting, 
searching and receiving, selecting a results regarding to the item of merchandise. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above, because the search required for Group IV, is not necessarily required for Group 
VI due to their different scope and subject, and vice versa , restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper since it's a serious burden for the examiner to examine 
all of these amended claims. 

16. Inventions in Groups V and VI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can 
be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different 
designs, modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant 
case, the invention of group V is directed a method for providing a merchandise 
classification system which deals with the searchable directory of advisors involved in 
merchandise classification and allocating the advisor's subscription fee to use the 
merchandise classification, while invention of group VI is directed a system, method for 
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providing merchandise classification for customs compliance which deals with inputting, 
searching and receiving, selecting a results regarding to the item of merchandise. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above, because the search required for Group V, is not necessarily required for Group 
VI due to their different scope and subject, and vice versa , restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper since it's a serious burden for the examiner to examine 
all of these amended claims. 

Note: In the instant case, the different inventions have different modes of 
operation and thus producing different effects and are not capable of use together to 
achieve their respective scopes even though there may be one or two common steps. 
Also, the limitations in the preamble is considered as "capable of carrying out the scope 
of the claimed invention and the method steps are considered essential to carry out the 
invention. 

17. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention, either group I or II or III or IV or V or VI, to be 
examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1 .143). 

Conclusions 

18. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy-Vi Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1614. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8:30 
A.M to 6:00 P.M. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Janice Mooneyham can be reached on 571-272-6805. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/T. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3689 

/Janice A. Mooneyham/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3689 



